
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

January 2022 

OUR MISSION:  

To grow a loving community equipped to take the 

message of Jesus to our world. 

  

 

Dear Church Family,  
 

So many of our views are shaped by the world or country we live in without us even realizing it.  
A number of years ago, a European visitor spent time studying America. His goal was “to discover the 
inner workings of America's people.” Later, he wrote: “I know of no other country, indeed, where love of 
money has taken stronger hold on the affections of men.”  

If the literary style of those words seems a bit old-fashioned, it's because they were written over 
150 years ago. That visitor, a French scholar by the name of Alexis de Tocqueville, published his 
famous study of Americans in 1835.  
Not long ago, commenting on de Tocqueville's observation, the chairman of the board of a major 
corporation said, “Believe me, the rest of the world has finally realized that this is a profound 
compliment.”  

But is it? God's Word suggests otherwise. In fact, Scripture says “the love of money is a root of 
all kinds of evil” (1 Tim. 6:10). Why is this so? For one thing, because money is an extension of our own 
selves. Money translates our labor into a convenient medium of exchange.  In a real sense, money is 
formed from our time, ability, and efforts.  

Trusting in our money to care for us, then, is really about trusting in ourselves. Putting our trust 
in our money makes money our god and is a form of self-worship. Paul reminds us that those who 
engage in this form of self-worship actually commit violence against themselves. They have “pierced 
themselves with many griefs.” (1 Timothy 6:10).  

It's encouraging to note that the love of money—not money itself—is a root of all kinds of evil. 
So how do we put our trust in the right place? One way, says Paul, is by living a godly life. Godliness is 
good and holy living rooted in God. When we sink our roots into God, we will trust Him more and be 
content with what we have. 

Developing our relationship with God through the study of His word helps us to keep Him as 
Lord of our life and not money.  When we get a biblical worldview, we begin to see that money is 
something that God has given to us so that we can use it for Him.  We are not the owners, but God’s 
stewards and lovingly give back to Him what was never ours in the first place! 

This practice of giving is good for us and helps us to place our trust in God and not ourselves.  I 
pray that you are distinct from the world and that you may gain freedom from money’s grip, so that you 
may know the joy of trusting God and blessing others with His gifts! 

 
God’s love to you, 
Mark 

 
 

 



Church Event Cancellations  
 

Church Event Cancellations: The decision to cancel Sunday Worship will 
be made by 7:00am Sunday and will be emailed out or on Facebook.  
Wednesday Evening activities or any other church events will be canceled if 
Norris Schools close or dismiss early. We will notify you by email, but if you 
are unsure of the status of an event, please contact the Beth Sieck at 402-480-
0079. 

 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS – January 
 

Tuesdays 6:30pm Prayer Gathering 

Wednesdays 5:30pm Family Mealtime  

 6:30pm 4JC’s 

 6:30pm God’s Kids Club, Women’s                  

Bible Study 

 8:00 pm The Fire 

Fridays 6:00am Men’s Group at LLRC 

 
 

Mon-Tue Dec 28 to Jan 4 NO School Christmas Break  

Mon, Jan 3 12:00pm “IF” Mtg Luncheon 10 years 

Fri-Sat Jan 7-8  Josh Starr/Krista Riensche        

Rehearsal/Wedding 

Sun, Jan 9 7:00pm Afterglow Bible Study  

Mon, Jan 10 7:00pm Consistory Meeting 

Wed, Jan 12 1:30pm Mary & Martha Circle 

Sun, Jan 16 9:30am Installation of Church Officers 

Mon, Jan 17  No School Norris   

 

Mary & Martha Circle 
Wed, January 12th - 

1:30pm 
Lesson: Peg Reutzel 

 

 

 
    

5 Randy & Amy Thimm (31) 
16 Bruce & Deb Docter (40) 

 

Sunday  
Volunteers 

 
 

Worship: Ron, Rick, Dean 
Deacons: Shawn, Dave, Taylor, 

Andy 
 

January 2:  
 Coffee: DeAnn & Kendall Weber 
Power Point: Avyn Olson 
Sound Tech: Taylor TeKolste 
 
 

January 9:  
  Coffee: Peg & Gary Hartgerink 
Power Point: Beth Olson  
Sound Tech: Robbie Morrison 
 

 
January 16: 
  Coffee: Nikki & Brandon Oltman 
Power Point: Tammy Goering 
Sound Tech: Randy Sieck 
 
 

 
January 23:  
  Coffee: Claudette & Allen Docter 
Power Point: Jenn Childers 
Sound Tech: Keith TenHulzen 
 

January 30:  
  Coffee: Dave & Suzie Oltman 
Power Point: Jenn Childers 
Sound Tech: Robbie Morrison  

 
 

Thank you for Serving!!! 

 
 
   

 3 Dave Hobelman 
 6 Adam Weber 
 7 Shawn Gouldin 
12 Aspen Docter 

Krista Riensche 
Laura Hilkemann 

19 Sadie Dunse 
 Marge Klein  
28 Jacee Carlow 
29 Joshua Starr 
 Carol Burnley 
30 Beau Henderson 
 Isobel Olson 
31 Brielle Lefferdink 

 

January Family Meal Schedule 
 

January 12:  Chicken, mashed potatoes/gravy, corn, salad, rolls, dessert 
January 19:  Taco/nacho bar, salad, root beer floats 
January 26:  Pasta, garlic rolls, salad, dessert 

 
 



 

Parents of Youth and Congregational Sponsors 
 

Nothing brings youth together like good snacks! One way to support our youth and youth programs is 
helping provide snacks! If you’re interested in providing a weekly snack to the 4JC and FIRE programs, 
please contact Robbie Morrison for more information at robbie.morrison@livinglifereformed.org!  
Thank you!  

 

Power Connection 2022 for Middle Schoolers! 
 

Attention middle school parents! Our youth have an incredible opportunity for the Holy Spirit to 
transform their beliefs into a lifestyle of faith in Jesus through a weekend conference in St. Paul, 
MN July 29th - 31st! Don’t let your youth miss this chance to attend Power Connection 2022! 
Power Connection is an event for middle school students currently in grades 6th - 8th and their 
adult leaders. It is organized by the Synod of the Heartland Youth Ministries. Registration opens 
in January, so you have plenty of time to arrange for this opportunity! For more information about 
Power Connection 2022, please visit www.powerconnectioninfo.com or contact Youth Pastor 
Robbie. 
 

Immerse Summer Mission Project 
 

Immerse is a 6-day ministry experience in Lincoln for high school and middle school youth 
groups through F Street Church. Participants serve families, churches, and organizations in need 
throughout the Lincoln area. The goal is to inspire youth to be passionate about Christ and 
compassionate toward people. There are only 4 open weeks left for this mission opportunity in 
June and July! June 7th-12th, June 28th-July 3rd, July 5th-10th, and July 19th-24th. The group 
minimum is 5 in addition to the adult leaders. These spots are filling up fast, so please let Youth 
Pastor know what week you’re available for this awesome opportunity! For more information, 
please visit immerselincoln.org.  
 

Mentoring Class 
 

Pastor Robbie Morrison is looking for youth Interested in confessing their faith through a 
Christian mentoring course. This course will help youths understand the core doctrine beliefs 
here at Living Life Reformed Church by navigating through scriptures in the Bible, better 
understanding creation, discussions about sin, the Holy Trinity, worship, and much more! This 
journey will also allow youths to explore their faith, grow in relationship with Jesus, and develop a 
life-long relationship with a Christian mentor. If you have a 7th to 12th grader at home who has 
not completed the mentoring class, this class is for them! Please reach out to Pastor Robbie if 
you or your youth is at all interested or if you have any questions! This course will start in 
January 2022, so please let him know as soon as possible. 

 

mailto:robbie.morrison@livinglifereformed.org
http://www.powerconnectioninfo.com/
http://immerselincoln.org/


  

Consistory Notes – December 13, 2021 
 

Notes:  November minutes and Dec/Jan Calendar items were approved via email prior to December’s 
consistory meeting. 
 
Consistory Meeting 
1. (Pastor Mark) Meeting opened with Devotions: Pastor Mark discussed Luke Chapter 1:46-56. 

Highlighted Mary’s magnification of God. Who is God and focusing on making him known to other’s who 
are unaware of His power and presence.  How do we see God clearly?   

2. Prayer by Pastor Mark. 
3. Welcome New members/Thank you to Tammy Goering, Rick DeBoer, Chad Bryant & Glen Gana. 
4. Roles of Elders and Deacons 
5. Mission Statement: Members shared our mission statement, “To grow a loving community, equipped 

to take the message of Jesus to our world”.  Discipleship Pathway: Worship – Grow – Serve - 
Share  

6. Any Quick Strategic Leadership Team Project Updates?  Robbie (Share Team): Putting together a 
survey for the community of Firth to see how we can better serve them.  Flyers will be sent out to the 
Firth community to take the survey.  Prizes are being used as an incentive to insure a better response 
from the community.  Tammy Goering (Serve Team): Working at involving more members of the church 
into volunteer positions.  Working at developing church members gifts and talents to better serve the 
church.  Rick DeBoer (Grow Team):  Working at creating a few more bible/growth groups.  Taylor 
(Worship Team): Focusing on upgrading the coffee equipment and display.  Also working on updating 
the church website and making it more appealing with more information and current news.   

7. Youth and Media Update (Robbie):  4JC have averaged 15 kids a week, which is well above last year.  
20 different junior high children have attended this year.  4JC is done for the 2021 year, with the next 
meeting planned for January 5th, 2022.  The Fire has around 7 kids a week on average.  Will be teaming 
up with F Street Church and Hope Community Church to participate in a youth event at Round One in 
Lincoln.  Youth for Christ (Chet M.) will be having a youth dance at the Wieskamp Barn.  4JC and the 
Fire will plan on continuing on beyond the March final of GKC, hopefully until May.  Robbie plans 
improving our current website with current photos for LLRC staff and building a new website in time.  
Also looking to update our current email system to enhance communications.   
 

8. Team Updates  
Congregational Care – Doug Wieskamp and Rick DeBoer. Routine visits to some of our members who 
are in need of care or home ridden.   
Discipleship/Education – Dean Hestermann and Ron DeBoer   
Worship – Chad TerMaat and Taylor TeKolste 
Building/Grounds – Chad Bryant and Luke Sieck 
Hospitality/Outreach – Andy Johnson and Dave Oltman  
Great Commission Team – Tammy Goering and Glen Gana: Planning a White Earth trip. 

 

 

Continued…………… 

 
 



 

  

Consistory Notes – December 13, 2021 
 

9. Administrative Team Approvals or Nominations - MSC to allow new members to vote 
a. Vice President – Gary Hartgerink 
b. Clerk of Consistory – Shawn Gouldin 
c. Treasurer for the Deacons – Taylor TeKolste 
d. Other offices that need to be defined? 

 

10. 2022 Church Teams 
a. Congregational Care – Doug Wieskamp and Shawn Goulding 
b. Discipleship/Education – Ron DeBoer and Dean Hestermann 
c. WEX (Worship Experience Team) – Chad TerMaat and Taylor TeKolste 
d. Buildings and Grounds – Luke Sieck and Kendall Weber 
e. Outreach – Andy Johnson and Brandon Cramer 
f. Great Commission Team – Gary Hartgerink and Dave Oltman 

 

11. Review/Approve Financial Report/Update on FLC Fundraiser (Taylor) 
(November) Taylor TeKolste 

      General Fund                      $36,871.48 
      Building Fund                      $57,733.57 
      Memorial Fund                    $12,182.61 
      Branson Fund                     $1,835.55 
      The Fire Account                $10,090.51 
      4JC Account                       $3,015.00 
      Script Fund                         $(453.74) 
      White Earth Mission           $3,483.00 
      Kitchen Fund                      $771.00 

             MSC November treasurer’s report 
12. Other New Business 

a. 2022 Consistory Rotations: Greeters, Offering, Lockup, Elder Prayer 
b. 2022 Devotions Plan (How the Best Leaders Think) 
c. Refreshments on Christmas Eve?  Shawn will consult with Cheryl Gouldin.  Does Sunday, 

Jan 2nd work for ordination/installation?   
d. Other Business? Discussed installing handrails on the steps leading to the stage in the 

sanctuary.  Tammy asked about an individual considering opening a daycare at LLRC.  It is 
currently under advisement.   

 

13. Motion to adjourn. MSC 
14. Prayer requests and Circle of Prayer:   
 

Elder’s Meeting 

• Reviewed those in need of care and prayed for many in our congregation. 
 

 

Continued…….   
 

 



How do I?  →    

Who would want to? →  

What does it mean to? → 

Why should I? → 

Why would I want to? → 

 
 

 

-Join Pastor Mark after church at 10:45, 
beginning on January 16th as he facilitates a 7-
week discussion on God’s design for the church! 
-This discussion class is for any church members, 
and anyone slightly interested in being one! (A 
good encouragement and reminder for current 
church members and helpful for those 
considering membership) 
-Those who are not members of our church will 
not be pressured into being one! 
-Attenders will receive a free copy of the book, I 
Am A Church Member by Thom Rainer. 

Deacons Meeting 
New Business 

• Went over coffee and refreshment enhancement options for Sunday mornings MSC to buy new coffee 
machines 

• Thanksgiving offering to go towards Lincoln Crisis Pregnancy Center 

• Regarding gym usage, it was decided to defer to Chris Hilkemann for further guidance 

• Discussed purchasing a lock box for the basketball hoop key so Beth doesn’t have to continually come 
to the church to give it to coaches.  

• Will be purchasing gift certificates for those in need in the Firth community.   

• Deacons approved Share Teams request to purchase IPad and mailing fliers. 

 



  
  

 

 

God’s Kid’s Club 
 

The God’s Kids Club leaders and teachers would like to wish each 
and every one a joyous New Year!  We know that God is with us 
each step of the way as we enter a new year.  We thank you for all 
your prayer support and for continuing to entrust us with your 
children as we seek to help them grow in their faith.   
 
As always, we cherish your prayers and continued support of our 
weekly program. We look forward to seeing everyone on 
Wednesday, January 12th, 2021!  

 

 

 

Remember to get your Scrip Cards! 
For those of you not familiar with the Scrip program, everyone 
here has the opportunity to purchase gift cards from a huge 
variety of organizations at their face value and Living Life 
Reformed Church will get a percentage (which varies by the 
retailer) of that price which we put towards various missions.  We 
typically have cards for Hy-Vee, Super Saver, and Wal-
Mart/Sam's Club, but check the Scrip Card table in the Fellowship 
Hall or https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/shop/product/browse for a 
list of over 600 available merchants!  Members from the Great 
Commission Team will be at a table in the Fellowship Hall before 
and after Sunday morning worship with cards for purchase. All 
proceeds from January & February go to the Juvenile Justice 
Ministry. 

 

Wednesday Night Activities!!! 
 

The 4JC and The Fire will meet be back on Wednesday, January 
5th, 2022. Then family meals and GKC will start on Wednesday, 
January 12th, 2022. We look forward to seeing everyone back in 
2022. 

 

https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/shop/product/browse


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Living Life Reformed Church             
603 Russell, Box 295 
Firth, NE  68358 
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Phone: 402-791-5800  ⚫  Email:  church@livinglifereformed.org 
Website: livinglifereformed.org  ⚫  Facebook:  Living Life Reformed Church | Facebook 

 

 

To Contact Us: 
 

Church Office Hours:  
9:00am-12:00pm 

 

Mark Starr:   
320-262-9952 
mark@livinglifereformed.org 
 

Robbie Morrison:  
402-304-9049 
Robbie.morrison@livinglifereformed.org 

 

Sunday Morning 

9:30-10:30am:  
Worship Service & 

Livestream on You Tube 

 

Wednesday Night 

5:30-6:30pm:  
Fellowship Meal 
 

6:30-7:30pm:  
4JC’s (Middle School) 
 

6:30-7:30pm:  
God’s Kids Club (3yo-5th Grade)  
8:00-9:00pm: 
The Fire (High School) 

 

https://www.facebook.com/livinglifereformed/
https://www.facebook.com/livinglifereformed/
mailto:Robbie.morrison@livinglife

